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COVID-19 continues to impact Preschool Promise enrollment

The pandemic continues to dramatically impact 
Preschools. Many families are opting not to send 
their children to early learning because of high 
levels of community spread or because they’re 
struggling from COVID-19 fallout themselves.  
The Dayton Daily News recently provided  
in-depth coverage highlighting the obstacles 
facing families who need early learning and 
child care. 

We’re bringing back our popular STAR 
Attendance program, which rewards Dayton 
families whose children have strong Preschool 
attendance. Happily, over 400 families living  
in Dayton or attending Dayton Public Schools 
have signed up. 

Prior to the school year starting, Preschool 
Promise staff hosted virtual kick-offs for our  
over 100 partner Preschools and also visited 
in-person to greet staff, answer questions and 
provide marketing materials. We were excited 

to connect with longstanding partners and 
new programs in West Carrollton where we’re 
expanding this year, thanks to Montgomery 
County’s generous support!

Ohio Preschool teachers on average earn 
just $11 an hour, making earning degrees and 
credentials impractical or impossible. Thanks 
to the work of Dr. Debra Brathwaite, our Del Mar 
Encore Fellow, and The Dayton Foundation, we’re 
creating a new “Promise Scholar Pathways” 
that will allow early childhood professionals to 
further their education and graduate debt-free. 
Teachers and administrators are already part  
of the initiative. We’re excited to watch them 
grow and improve their classrooms! 

Gratefully, 

 
Robyn Lightcap, Executive Director
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Because of COVID-19, enrollment 
in Preschool dropped in 2020-21  

— mirroring national and statewide 
trends. This chart will be updated 
next quarter, once programs report 
their 2021-22 enrollment numbers. 
We anticipate many families again 
will delay sending their children  
to in-person Preschool.

* In 2019-20, Preschool Promise expanded from Dayton and Kettering 
to Jefferson Twp., Mad River and Trotwood-Madison school districts.

In 2020-21, Preschool Promise expanded to Northridge.



How we’re doing on the 3 pillars of the Preschool Promise

EDUCATING THE COMMUNITY

• Our Outreach Specialists engaged with 
families at more than 100 events during  
the last quarter.

• We hired a Social Media Specialist  
to engage families.

• We hosted our first “Super Sign-up” event 
with El Puente, a Hispanic afterschool program, 
where we provided Preschool Promise 
enrollment and educational materials  
in Spanish.

• We launched our first YouTube campaign, 
garnering over 100,000 views on one video.

• Our new mascot, Power Panda, came  
to life and is being featured on marketing 
materials. 

• We hosted 8 kick-off meetings and made  
in-person visits to our more than 100  
partner Preschools. 

• Now that we’re enrolling Dayton 3-year-olds, 
thanks to support from the City of Dayton, 
we’re creating new Recipes for Play for families 
with younger children to help them teach their 
children at home.

ASSISTING FAMILIES

• Over 400 children are enrolled  
in STAR Attendance.

• Over 2,500 Recipe for Play cards have been 
sent to enrolled and prospective children.

• We are still providing emergency tuition 
assistance to providers and families in 
quarantine due to COVID-19.

“This is the kind of Preschool that I always wanted my children to go to, but I never thought  
I could afford. And Preschool Promise, they made it happen for us.” — Preschool Promise parent

EXPANDING QUALITY

• We’ve begun our Promise Scholar Pathways 
initiative and are helping 32 early childhood 
educators earn their bachelor’s or 
associate’s degree, or a Child Development 
Associate credential — and all qualifying 
participants will graduate debt-free. 

• We have increased our participating Family 
Child Care providers to 8 (up from 5).

• 81 of our sites received a high quality rating 
with 3, 4 or 5 Stars under Ohio’s Step Up to 
Quality initiative.



Our estimated % reach 
is based on all children 
attending Preschool Promise 
sites located within the school 
district boundaries, which 
may include some children 
who are not residents of that 
school district. Estimates 
are based on American 
Community Survey data.  
This data will be updated 
in the December quarterly 
report once programs report 
their 2021-22 enrollment.

4-year-olds attending Preschool Promise sites in the 2020-21 school year

# of 4-year-olds 
attending: 15

22.4% of 4-year-
olds reached 

# of Preschool 
Promise sites: 1

# of 4-year-olds 
attending: 358

52.9% of 4-year-
olds reached 

# of Preschool 
Promise sites: 20

# of 4-year-olds attending: 792 

45.4% of 4-year-olds reached 

# of Preschool Promise sites: 56

# of 4-year-olds attending: 127 

32.7% of 4-year-olds reached 

# of Preschool Promise sites: 5

Star-Rating Updates

Montgomery County Child Care Providers’ Star-Rating Status, September 2021

We want to reach all young learners

Ohio has adopted a voluntary Star-Rating system known as Step Up to Quality that is designed to encourage programs to 
continuously improve. Over 80% of our Preschool Promise children attend a 5-Star program. Thanks to Montgomery County’s 
investment, Preschool Promise is partnering with 4C for Children and others to assist all Montgomery County child care providers 
as they work to increase their Star Ratings. 
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* PFCC Contract refers to those programs that have a Publicly Funded Child Care contract; they  
  may serve low-income children whose families qualify for help paying for child care while a parent   
  works or attends school.

** Type A providers offer child care for up to 12 children at any one time, with another qualified  
  adult staff member, from a home. 

*** Type B providers offer child care for up to 6 children at any one time from a home.

# of 4-year-olds attending: 60 

35.3% of 4-year-olds reached 

# of Preschool Promise sites: 3
# of 4-year-olds 
attending: 119

39.5% of 4-year-
olds reached 

# of Preschool 
Promise sites: 3

Total child care sites  
with PFCC contracts Total Star-Rated sites

177 (93%)

59 (87%)

Centers &  
Type A

Type B

Total highly-rated sites
(3- to 5-Star)

Total sites expected to be 
highly-rated by Dec. 2021

117 (67%)

24 (35%)

(59%)

(24%)

Northridge

Thank you for your generous 
support of Preschool Promise!

We will continue to  
work with providers to 

help them earn a  
3-Star rating or higher.

An additional 292 4-year-olds are participating in Preschool Promise PLUS 
and are not attending a physical Preschool building due to COVID
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